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Where family bonds are made and broken, and where young love sparks as old flames grow dim,

Ransom Canyon is ready to welcome&#151;and shelter&#151;those who need itÂ With a career

and a relationship in ruins, Jubilee Hamilton is left reeling from a fast fall to the bottom. The

run-down Texas farm she's inherited is a far cry from the second chance she hoped for, but it and

the abrasive foreman she's forced to hire are all she's got.Â Every time Charley Collins has let a

woman get close, he's been burned. So Lone Heart ranch and the contrary woman who owns it are

merely a means to an end, until Jubilee tempts him to take another risk&#151;to stop resisting the

attraction drawing them together despite all his hard-learned logic.Â Desperation is all young

Thatcher Jones knows. And when he finds himself mixed up in a murder investigation, his only

protection is the shelter of a man and woman who&#151;just like him&#151;need someone to trust.
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For many years, Jodi Thomas has been one of my favorite writersâ€”an automatic buy for me. I think

Iâ€™ve read all of her books since I first read the McClain series many years ago. That was when all

her books were western historical.Her new Ransom Canyon Series began with a historical novella



to introduce the series. Now they are all contemporary, but the western atmosphere is definitely

there. Her characters are so well drawn that the reader sees them and becomes their friend. For

me, I visualize these characters going on about their lives, worry about them.Jubilee Hamilton has

grown up in the shadow of a prettier sister who is favored by her parents. Nothing she ever does is

quite as good as Destiny, or so it seems. When she inherits Lone Heart Ranch from the great

grandfather only she had time for, Jubilee is happy to have a place to go that is far away from her

failure in Washington, D.C. Her family wants her to sell the place, but she is determined to make

Lone Heart Ranch her home.Charley Collins has been disowned by his family. He lacked only one

semester graduating with a degree in agriculture management, but he can never save enough to

finish his degree. His five-year-old daughter, Lillie, comes first with him. He is determined sheâ€™ll

grow up secure in the knowledge that her father loves her and will always be around for her. The job

offer from Jubilee seems like the answer to a prayerâ€”at least if the crazy woman can make a go of

the place.Thatcher Jones is a smart young man who is failing school because heâ€™s seldom

there. His absentee mother is home only between â€œhusbandsâ€• and doesnâ€™t appear to notice

or care that Thatcher is on his own most of the time. But one lucky day, he becomes part of Lone

Heart Ranch.
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